Tearmann suaimhneach
d’fhoghlaithe mara

A peaceful haven for pirates

Tearmann d’thoghlaithe mara

Bunait fhoirfe d’fhoghlaithe mara agus do
smuiglealaithe a bhilonnaithe feadh chésta
larthar Chorcai ba ea taobh na talin de Loch
Trasna. Chuirfeadh foghlaithe mara a n-arthai

i bhfolach taobh thiar de na hoiledin ionas go
mbeidis réidh le hionsai gan choinne a dhéanamh.
D’Usaid siad soilse 6n gcladach mar threoirilar
na hoiche. Chiallaigh cile éadomhain a n-arthai go
raibh siad in ann dulisteach i réimsi uisce ar leith
a chiallaigh nach raibh longa cabhlaigh nios mé in
ann iad a leandint.

Comhghuailliocht na
bhfoghlaithe mara

Thainig borradh ar an bpioraideacht ag tds an

170 haois. | ndiaidh don Ri Séamas, feachtas géar
a chur ar bun ina gcoinne, chuaigh na foghlaithe
mara is fearr 6n mBreatain ag obair lena
macasamhla é larthar Chorcai. D’éirigh leo greim a
fhail ar chreach — fion, 6r, airgead agus sé6-earrai —
6 longa Francacha, Spainneacha, agus Ollannacha
a bhi ag taisteal ar bhealaitradala trasatlantacha.
D’fhag an méid sin go raibh geilleagar na haite

faoi bhlath. Mar chiiteamh ar chead a bheith acu
a gcuid earrai a thabhairt i dtir, cheannaigh na
foghlaithe mara earrai aititil ar phraghsanna tri
oiread nios mé na a luach.

Bhris ar an bhfoighne ag na hOllannaigh
ar deireadh sa bhliain 1614 agus sheol
siad loingeas chun slad a dhéanamh

ar loingeas fhoghlaithe mara larthar
Chorcaisa Chruachan.

Pirate haven

The landward end of Roaringwater Bay

made a perfect base for pirates and smugglers
operating along the West Cork coast.

Pirates hid their vessels behind the islands
ready for a surprise attack. Lights from the
shore guided them back in at dead of night.
The shallow keel of their vessels allowed

them to enter stretches of water where

larger naval ships could not pursue them.

The pirate alliance

Piracy became big business in the early

17th century. After King James | cracked down
on their trade, top league English pirates joined
their counterparts in West Cork. They captured
booty — wine, gold, silver and luxury goods —
from French, Spanish and Dutch ships on
trans-Atlantic trading routes. The local economy
flourished. In return for allowing the booty to be
brought ashore, the pirates bought local goods
at three times the normal price.

The Dutch finally lost patience in
1614 and sent a fleet to destroy the
West Cork pirate fleet in Crookhaven.
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Fadhb mhér ar fud na hEorpa
a bhi sa phioraideacht. Anseo,
ta na Spaininigh in adharca a
chéile i gcogadh le foghlaithe
mara 6 Thuaisceart na
hAfraice.
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Piracy on the high seas
was a European-wide
problem. Here the Spanish
are locked in battle with
North African pirates.
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